
IJLRD           Volume 3     Issue 4        August 2020 
 

ROLE OF SOCIETY IN CURBING GENDER INJUSTICE 

Abstract 

Society has always played an important role in everyone’s life. Society is dynamic in nature, 

which also changes the outlook towards our surroundings. Society moved through the concept of 

simplicity to complexity and that’s how the opinion also went through the stages of simplicity to 

complexity. Gender injustice is an evergreen issue in the contemporary world, and the role of 

judicial body is played by the society in the initial stage then one proceeds to the courts for 

justice. Women are major or we could state that according to the demographic factor it is the 

women in majority who are the survivors of gender injustice or inequality. To discuss the gender 

injustice we need to go back to the root cause of it that how this issue rather than diminishing 

with the passage of time its getting complex where society is the major contributor towards it. . 

Our roots have rammed so much inside the depth of customs that, a neglected behavior has been 

formed towards the path of Righteousness. Along with the historical perspective the 

Constitutional aspect will also be covered, which will show how the makers of the constitution 

have inclined that gender injustice would vanish in the free India.  Further, when we proceed 

there will be a glance on the changing time and development of the society where people should 

change their views towards the terms Patriarchy and Matriarchy, and this is basically the mindset 

and not a theory of discrimination or injustice. The paper will present that with the growth of 

education and awareness, men community still not tolerates a woman at the same footing. Today 

women are empowered, terms like feminist are used to address, but still the market of society 

keeps a hold to gender injustice or inequality, next the paper will examine the attitude and the 

psychological factor towards a working women and moving ahead it will also indicate the issues 

faced by a woman at workplace whether private or government. The Paper will also determine 

that women’s rights forms the part of human rights a glimpse of its root and present scenario, the 

research will also involve the description of certain NGO working for to balance the equitable 

concept over injustice faced by women. The main purpose of the paper will be to analyze the 

inputs given by the society towards gender injustice. The research work for the paper will be 

based on the secondary sources involving magazines, various articles and papers. Every day and 

every second a woman in facing injustice whether it’s her professional life or personal life, she is 
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expected to remain silent for the evil practices and if she raises her voice she might face societal 

judgments which are more threatening than the problems she is facing.  

History-: 

‘Gender Injustice’ in itself a term showing unfairness, taking into the account the injustice or 

unfairness with a woman, stink could be sensed. To figure out the fight in the modern India we 

need to go hundred and hundred years back in the history of the country.  

The Ancient studies shows that woman in the pre- Vedic age had known to the concept of 

equitability, woman were engaged and involved in various religious ceremonies as the Aryans 

were at that time always committed and interested towards War. The documentation of Rig Veda 

indicates the working of the approach towards equality among men and women. The Rig Veda 

demonstrates high social strata to the women at that era, but later it went through the stages to 

dismantle the status of a woman. In the era of pre- Vedic period men had dominance over 

women, evil practices were prevalent at that time but the overall view regarding this was Society 

respected women. Manuscript was universally accepted at that age which also played a major 

role in case of women, the spirit of dominance was very much present but there was no harm to 

the dignity of women. The condition departed when the Saints came and they started preaching 

about religion, equality among men and women and rights of a woman. 

Later, in the period of Vedic age the high social position of the woman cannot be sustained as at 

that time polygamy was practiced by men and majorly by the men belonging to the upper class. 

Manuscript stated that the status of the women in pre- Vedic age was of dependency but with the 

passage it went on to subordination.  

Flowing with the journey and introducing the Mughal era the status of the women went through a 

great change but in a negative way.  With all the evil practices, Purdah system got introduced, 

women were then treated as the capital, to their husband. They were not allowed to go out from 

their homes or from their castles in case of the woman from a royal family, further in this age the 

birth of the girl child was a discouraging moment for the family but a creation of the son was 

worth celebrating in the society, also a Jauhar System had relevance in the society which took 

away their right over their lives, it may be out of affection towards her partner but some were the 
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reasons of the threatening fear made by the society, it may be towards the dignity and respect of 

a women. The women were also known to be the body of sacrifices. 

Drawing the picture of the period when East India Company entered the holy land of our 

country. They deteriorated the conditions of India with the passage of time; cruelty towards 

women was at its peak, but keeping aside the tortures, Britishers tried and got successful in 

eradicating the evil practice of sati system at that age. The Social reformers like  Raja Ram 

Mohan Roy, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, Jyotiba Phule and many more worked hard for the 

development and growth of women in the country, but there has to be awareness among the 

people of the society, many girls were the part of the institutions developed at that time but not 

everyone. The status of the women was such that they were treated as inferior and an 

unimportant body of the family. They are just recognized as the body to procreate children and to 

be the slaves of the demons in the form of humans in that era.   

Introducing the period of modern India, the status of women neither got ruined nor got it 

developed.  Society prays and has faith on the goddess but they still don’t know how to give the 

same treatment to the woman who is the part of them. They are treated as inferior in the society 

who shall just look after the household and the children. The demonstration of modern India 

shows the image of how India has worked for the progression of the society, to uplift the status 

of women. We have certain examples like Kiran Bedi, Kalpana Chawla, Indira Gandhi, Pratibha 

Patel and many more, what they are today may state an example for the progression of the 

country, but it is a matter to think that how were they able to reach the top, it is because of the 

support they received from the family, let’s not forget the fact that family is also the part of the 

Society and they also play major role in curbing gender injustice.  

Review of Literature-: 

By examining various articles, magazines or different write ups on the topic gender injustice, it 

has given a clear idea that women has always been the target of the society, irrespective of the 

fact what caste and class she holds in the society.  
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Gender injustice whether in India or in any other country is not a new concept, but it has been 

one of the oldest social issue in India , numerous reports states that it will still take more than 

100 years to eradicate this evil from the society. 

It can be taken into the account after reviewing distinct articles it indicates that despite after 

achieving various goals of the countries, societies all over the world are unable to break the 

chains of the patriarchal orthodoxy thoughts, which has resulted violence, discrimination, 

oppression and injustice towards the women of the society. 

We cannot say that the situation of the women is still the same like it has been years before but 

every time they move a step towards the equality; they have to face a backlash or rolled backed 

either by the family members or by the people of the society.  

The expectation of a son in the family starts framing the base of injustice in the society. It has 

been the history of the Indian society that the birth of the son is been celebrated whereas the birth 

of a daughter fills the family with the pain as it has been remained the culture or the mentality of 

the people that the son is the support of the family, money spent on them is the investment of the 

future and they are the one who takes the legacy of the family forward and these views of one 

family makes the custom of the society which is observed in the modern society. 

Gender injustice has always oppressed the women of the society that many times they are not 

even treated as the human but as the object of the society and the main reason that has been 

noted for all this behaviour are the teaching given to the women. Actually women are not been 

educated but they are been taught that how to tolerate the abuse towards them, how to respect the 

people even after the violence they create, how to be silent even after been subject to the 

injustice of the society. These drillings of the society led to the foundation of gender injustice in 

the society. 

It has been reviewed by many writers that even today the girls are been taught to be shy and 

remain homebound, still many of the girls are not allowed to study, still many of them are not 

allowed to make a choice for their life. 

Lack of education has led the women unaware of their rights, the majority of women in the India 

who have never enjoyed any privilege given to them and that’s the reason that women are more 
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likely to live the under privilege life than the men. Condition of the educated women is not as 

welcoming as we think, these are the women who remains underrepresented in the field of 

science and technology, they are not been accepted for the higher positions, they are not taken as 

the good decision makers and the wage gap never gets filled up  even how hard they try.  

Gender injustice has always remained the source of violence in the society. The girls are been 

married at the very small age with the lack of power to make decision and to choose between 

right and wrong, because of this practice they face the unwanted early pregnancies which creates 

the complications in the deliveries.  

The forced marriage of the women has led the women to face the violence. This can be in any 

form it can be sexual which include intimate partner violence, marital rape, etc. as the women 

has been remained the source of fulfilling sexual desires, or it can be psychological violence 

where she is been taunted or emotionally targeted for example the dowry needs , or not giving 

birth to the son and many more reasons or it can be the physical violence where she is been 

subjected to different form of beatings for every simple mistake she makes.  

The present scenario let us know that even living in the era of pandemic  there has been growth 

of  offences like domestic violence, divorce etc but if she would have raised the voice she had to 

face the society stating what kind of woman she is, certain things are solved in the four corners 

of the house and what not. 

The Growth and Development of the Society 

Thereafter, reviewing the literature it becomes indispensible to understand ‘society’ along with 

its growth and development.  The term ‘ Society’ has been defined by many sociologists and 

scholars, but in the modern day the term could elaborated as the, Collective bodies of people of 

diverse nature and behavior interacts upon the factors of life by emphasizing more on the social 

factors. The evolution of society is a very long narration, the Society went through the process of 

simplicity and complexity, with the changes in the era the thought process of the society also 

went through a lot of innovations and modifications.  

In the past years the customs have played an important role, the behavioral pattern was governed 

by the customs and usages which also becomes the part of the Society. The customs and usages 
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can be personified as the person in the society. In the former times the people were taught their 

culture, religion, shastras, manuscripts and many other literatures. The teachings of these 

literatures became the guidelines of the people to work and think, they never tried to interpret the 

same with the changes in time or for the practical world, for example majority of the people in 

the society had the viewpoint that a menstruating woman or girl is impure and she cannot be the 

part of any religious ceremony and has to manage life for those particular days by taking out her 

daily life management in some other room or sometimes outside of her own house. These 

teaching and preaching are also responsible for the Varna system in India; it made the society 

status oriented rather than equality among all.  

The drive of the Society with the passage of time changed its way to the path of growth and 

development. Various measures were taken to eradicate social problems and to promote equality 

among all, but there is minor difference which create a major problem, society undergone 

through the growth and development in various sectors but the mindset or the perception or the 

thought process was still status oriented, appreciated the patriarchal society etc. This difference 

plays a part in every era of the Indian society. 

In the growth and development of Indian education portrayed a crucial position in the society. 

Education is the pillar to change the design of human mind, it has prevailed since ancient times, 

it has given a new perspective to the thinking process of the people, which the people has mixed 

with the ancient thoughts to the new thoughts and came to perceive a result according to them 

which is right, for example as stated above a menstruating woman with the passage of time has 

been accepted to live with family and manage her daily life routine in those particular days also 

they have realized that it is the symbol of motherhood though they are still not allowed to attend 

the religious ceremonies, hence it shows the mixture of thoughts with the growth and 

development of the society.  

Woman in 21st century are addressed with woman empowerment and feminism. These tends to 

be just words which are used for the sentence to make it more impressive, they are just the 

mythologies which people recognizes but one cannot feel the spirit behind it, recognizing 

something and feeling something  indicates the variations in the two. Women in 20th Century 

have fought for the equality and status of the women in India. They challenged their rights and 
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duties in the society which were not equal to the men in the society. This was a long flow of 

journey of protest and resistance in the society. 

The symbol of Patriarchy, it is the system where male dominance prevails, where the male is the 

head of the family and he rules the family. During this era where people tend to address 

modernity, the theories of Patriarchy and Matriarchy are still cried with a high pitch of volume, 

but the fact has to be stated that it is just a mindset or an idea which is into existence since 

immemorial times into the thinking process of the people. To discuss gender injustice we need to 

understand the concept of patriarchy and matriarchy, rather these it is far better to address Indian 

society as equitable society. For Equitable society, the parenting style has to be changed with the 

change in the time because society is formed by generation and generations, the fist teacher of a 

child are the parents and the tool for it is the parenting styles for example if a child observes that 

the family atmosphere at his or her home is, where both the parents have equal foot from 

household management to the crucial decision making, so this will make the child since 

childhood to understand the role of equality among the male and female. Hence, things have to 

take a turn to prevent gender injustice especially for woman not just in those issues where justice 

is cried for, but for day to day lifestyles.  

Women and Human Rights: 

Equality is not a word that can be established just by raising voice or highlighting the posters 

rather, it is an emotion which can be used as a medication to heal the unjust behaviour of the 

people towards other.   

The struggle of the women for their rights is as old as any other civilization, their battle for being 

recognised as a human being took many years to pierce the veil of humanity from the world 

towards them, and that’s the reason that it took approximately 45years to observe ‘Human Rights 

as the Women Rights and the Women Rights as the Human Rights’. 

Numerous international and regional laws, treaties and other instruments were used to illuminate 

the topic of gender equality and to highlight the issues of women around the world but, these 

attempts got the success in the year 1993, with the UN World conference on Human Rights in 

Vienna. It was the most successful attempt ever which gave the women recognition on the 

International level and had recognised the women rights as the Human Rights.  
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This conference not only classified the women as a class of Human Beings, who were been 

turned down from the enjoyment of their Fundamental Rights from centuries but has also 

changed the trite opinions of the people regarding women into the pertinent confirmation of their 

existence in the society. 

Now, the women were having the support of an exponent which cannot be denied, they were 

fulfilled with the inalienable gender, specific rights which has turned their misfortune into 

freedom and different opportunities for living a dignified life. 

This 1993 Vienna conference had acknowledged the violence like rape, sexual harassment, 

prostitution, sexual slavery and many more issues and on the basis of them the women were 

placed in the equal position of the men and were lauded with the freedom from the violence, 

sexual and reproductive rights, highly qualified education, etc. 

Various other conventions, statutes, declarations were made in regard to the acceptance of the 

integrity of human and women rights which also concerned the other obstacles faced by the 

women and had worked for them. One of them which we can point out can be the International 

Conference on Population and Development held in Cairo in the year 1994, which had focused 

on the women empowerment and mainly concerned with the reproductive and health rights of the 

women.  

The main objective of this conference was to empower the women in the fields of social, 

political, and economics if we want to see the development of the society and this can only be 

achieved when the proper health rights will be given to them, and that’s the reason that in the 

year 1995 the Fourth World Conference on Women had focused on the advancement of the 

women rights in the wider range and had also progressed to eradicate many of the challenges 

faced by the women around the world. 

The Art of Modern Indian Society-: 

To investigate the Modern Indian Society we need to focus on the word ‘Modern’, the term has 

various interpretations to it, but it could be evaluated and simplified by stating that it is the 

physiological appearance of modernity, rather than including the psychological factor too. This 

could be explained with the help of an example; individuals interpret the word ‘modern’ which 
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includes physical appearances, financial factors, their hold in the society etc, the idea of thinking 

remains constant, then these factors becomes useless because one has to be dynamic in nature to 

cope up the call of the society.  

In the current wave of  the era the thought of the society is such that it considers women as a 

community, the teachings and guidelines of the community initiates with the bringing up of the 

child for example a girl is always since childhood or when she gets elder is ridiculed by the 

parents as to what has to be done and what not, she has certain restrictions at home, as she gets 

older with the time she is taught everything which is necessary for the household management 

and also the lessons of sacrifices and to remain silent, in case a boy teases a girl in the locality 

she is expected to be mum for the matter as the society will blame the girl. These examples are 

such which is faced by a woman in day to day life where the laws have no play, but society plays 

the role and pronounces its judgments towards the issue.   

 

Constitution and Gender Equality: 

The formation of the Constitution of India was not only targeted to construct the base for the 

India legal system but the main objective was to eradicate the biasness of the society. The laws 

and the rights present in the constitution not only provide the parity to the women but mainly 

empower the state to take the effective measures to ensure the protection of women and their 

dignity. 

The right which are available for the women under the Constitution of India are: 

Equality before the law 

 Article 14: this article provides the equality to all the citizens of India before the law. 

 Article 15(1): this article empowers the state not to discriminate against any citizen on the 

basis of religion, caste, creed, race, sex, place of birth or any of them 

 Article 15 (3): this article was added specially for the uplifting the women in the country, 

it  states that nothing in the Article 15 shall prevent the State from making the special 

provision for the women and the children. 
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Equal Opportunities 

 Article 16: this article provides the equal opportunities to all the citizens of the country in 

the matter of employment and appointment in any office under the State. 

 Article 39: this article directs the State to facilitate both the men and women equally and 

to provide them equal right to have adequate means of livelihood and to provide them 

equal pay for equal work. 

 Article 39A: this article promotes the justice in the field of economy to the women and 

promotes the state to provide the equal opportunities and free legal aid by the suitable 

legislations. 

Humane conditions of work: 

 Article 42: this article directs the State to make provisions for securing just and humane 

conditions of work along with the maternity relief to the women. 

Fundamental duty: 

 Article 51A (e): this article establishes a duty on the citizens on the country to promote 

the harmony and brotherhood among all the people of the country and to renounce the 

practices derogating the dignity of women. 

Reservations: 

 Article 243 D (3) and 243 T (3): these articles provide the one third of the total number of 

seats reservation to the women in the Panchayats and Municipalities respectively. 

 Article 243 D (4) and 243 T (4): these articles reserved not less than one third of the total 

number of offices of Chairperson for women in the Panchayats and Municipalities 

respectively. 

Referring the power of the land makes us believe and understand the benefits which are given to 

the woman in India, but the matter strikes is that as the constitution is supreme law of land, 

society makes its own rules for the land, majority believes that Constitution is just for the legal 

purpose but they are unaware of the fact that it lays down the foundation of the behavioral norms 

in the society. The women are now aware of the fact that they could work and contribute in the 
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monetary administration of the family. Women working in both the government or private 

sectors have to face a lot of difficulties like mental pressure or harassment, sexual harassment at 

workplace, the women of middle class who cannot afford her own transport  gets subject to 

sexual assaults etc, these are certain offences which are punishable under the Indian legal system 

but what about society, if a woman raises a voice she has to face society commenting her 

gestures and behaviors, and statements are given that why she needs to work or she must have 

provoked the men and what not. 

 Women who had been the survivor of the offences that is the most targeted class in the society, 

this bifurcation of a community and an extracted class is known to the society, it is the society 

formed theory.   

To uplift the position of the woman there are several Non Governmental Organizations working 

to make people aware and to turn the idea of the majority in the society. Certain NGOs like 

SEWA, Snehalaya, Azad Foundation ,North East Network and many more, these NGOs are 

working for the women in the country, there objective is to work to gain a status for a woman.  

 

Conclusion: 

Hence, we can conclude the paper with the apparent understanding that, if we want to transform 

the conditions of the women according to the changing world, then first we need to modulate the 

thoughts of the people of the society, which can only be possible with the audacity of the women 

to stand up and confront the bestiality of the society. Making laws, providing protections, 

offering rights alone will not make the women empower, unless they don’t unite to become self 

empower to change the mentality of the world. The day when all the women start to avail their 

given rights in the affirmative aspect, when they start to reveal all the misconduct they face by 

keeping the judgements aside, when they start to endorse each other, when they stand up 

fearlessly to protect their girl child, from then the roots of women empowerment will sustain 

their position in every society.   
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